Appendix 1: 2008 Qualitative Interview Questions
Interviews with Syphilis Positive Women

1) Tell me about yourself. 

· Do you have a boyfriend or a husband?
· Does he live with you?

· How many children do you have?

· Do you work? 
· If so, who takes care of the children while you are working?

· How many times have you been pregnant?

· Have you ever lost a baby?
· During pregnancy?
· After baby was born?
2) Tell me (the story) about when you went to the rural health post for your first prenatal visit.  Tell me when you first went for prenatal care, what happened at this visit? If this is not the visit when syphilis test was done, the interviewee was asked to tell about the visit during which testing took place.
3) Probes (to be used if these issues have not already been addressed:
Regarding woman’s counseling, treatment and follow-up:
· What did the nurse tell you?

· Did you get a letter telling you to go to the Center of Hope?

· How many shots did you receive?

· If one: were you told to come back for another shot? What kept you from coming?

· If two: tell me about coming back for the second injection.

· Did you go to the Center of Hope? Why or why not?


· Transportation costs or logistic difficulties?
· Offers of free care and food rations? 

Regarding partner’s treatment and follow-up:

· Did you get a letter to give to your partner?
· Did your partner go see the health agent?  

· Did he receive treatment? 

· Did you discuss the results of your test? What did you talk about?

· Did either of you think you might have an STI before you were tested?  If yes, please tell me about it.
Regarding the baby:

· Did you have any concerns about the health of your baby after you found out you had syphilis?   What were they?

· Please tell me about your delivery and how the baby is now.
· Would you be willing to have your baby tested for syphilis?

Health Agent Interviews

1) Tell me about the last time that you saw a woman who came back for a second dose of penicillin for syphilis


2) Tell me about the last male partner of a syphilis positive woman who came to see you.

3) Do you think most partners come in for treatment?  Why?

Interviews with Physicians, Nurses and Administrators
The questions used for this set of interviews varied according to the individual’s job and experience.

Tell me the story of a woman who tested positive for syphilis at her prenatal visit.

· What happened to the woman?

· What happened to the partner?

· What happened to the baby?

· What happens in most cases?
Probes (to be used if these issues have not already been addressed)

· Tell me about syphilis testing of pregnant women at the rural health posts.

· Do you every run out of tests or penicillin?

· Why does this happen?

· What do you do in this situation?

· What happens when a woman tests positive by rapid test?
· What is the patient told about her results?
· What is the patient told about syphilis? 
· Risks to herself?
· Bringing her sexual partner(s) for treatment? 
· Re-infection?
· Transmission of syphilis to her baby? 
· What is the woman told about going to the Center of Hope [for RPR and HIV testing]?
· Is she told that the visit is free, and she will receive free food rations? 
· Is a written referral always given? How is this paper explained to the patient?
· What is written in the patient about counseling? Is this documented?
· Tell me about treatment when a patient tests positive for syphilis
· When is first treatment given? Second treatment? 
· What happens when a woman comes back for her second treatment?
· How often do nurses come back after a week to administer subsequent injections?
· How often is penicillin left with a health agent to administer subsequent treatments?
· Is there always a place to do this, such as dispensary or with a health agent? 
· Are the health care workers who will be responsible for administering the treatment notified? How?
· Are treatments given by a health agent or at a dispensary documented in the prenatal chart?
· Is anything other than benzathine penicillin G 2.4 million units ever given for syphilis?
· Do you ever worry about penicillin allergy?

· Would you worry about this in a baby? 
· How would you feel about administering an intramuscular injection to a newborn to treat him for syphilis? 
· What would your concerns be? 
· Do many women come in for follow-up treatment at the rural clinics?
· Do many women bring their partners for treatment?
· At the Center of Hope, what is done?

