The University of Connecticut’s Symphony Orchestra will be performing at von der Mehden Recital Hall on March 17, 2011 at 8 p.m.  Conductor, Jeffrey H. Renshaw, and associate conductor, Cheung Chau will be leading the orchestra in performances of El sombrero de tres picos (Three-cornered hat) and Arcana, Concerto for Cello and Orchestra. 
The performance will start with Manuel de Falla’s El sombrero de tres picos.  J. Mark Scearce’s Arcana, winner of the 2009 UConn Raymond and Beverly Slacker Music Composition Prize, will be the finale.  This piece will feature cellist Katie Schlaikjer.
de Falla’s ballet, The Three-Cornered Hat, is based on the book of the same name by the Spanish writer Pedro Antonio de Alarcón.  The piece premiered  in 1919, was conducted by Ernest Ansermet.
J. Mark Scearce’s composition Arcana, Concerto for Cello and Orchestra, is titled after the Major Arcana of the Tarot deck, the 22 oldest of the 78 cards developed in the 15th century. The first movement employs the tenth card of the Arcana: The Wheel of Fortune. The Tower Struck By Lightning is the 16th card in the deck and is the center movement.  The Chariot of Fire recalls the visions of Ezekiel, bringing us in eternal return to our beginning, though having lived through the experience of the journey and come out the other side to tell about it.  
Katie Schlaikjer is an accomplished chamber musician having performed throughout the United States, Canada, England, Australia, and Israel. She plays on a cello made by Paolo Castello in Genoa in 1775 and her bow is a Nicholas Maire.
The Raymond and Beverly Slacker Music Composition Prize is Sponsored by the University Of Connecticut School Of Fine Arts.  The competition supports and promotes aspiring composers and the performance of their new musical works.
Von der Mehden Recital Hall is located at 875 Coventry Road across from Mirror Lake on the UConn Storrs campus.  Plenty of free, well lit parking across the street.  Please call 860-486-2969 for mor information or visit us on the web at www.sfa.uconn.edu.

 
