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UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT METRICS

The goal of the University of Connecticut is to be among the best public universities in the
United States. UConn has made significant advances in recent years in its national rankings;
it continues to be acknowledged as the best public university in New England and is among
the top 26 in the nation according to U.S. News & World Report. A selected set of metrics
were developed in 2004 to focus our institutional review efforts and to compare ourselves to
nationally recognized public research universities. These metrics allow us to evaluate our
progress longitudinally and to compare how we are doing vis-a-vis institutions like those we
aspire to be. The performance measures are included in institutional and academic planning.

The metrics were established with a number of rankings of institutions that exist at the
national level. These include U.S. News & World Report (especially undergraduate, but also
selected graduate programs), National Research Council (for research programs), and The
Center for Measuring University Performance. Each of these rankings has certain limitations.
Some national sources of rankings include UConn’s Health Center as well as its Regional
Campuses; other sources are restricted to the Storrs Campus. One-fourth of the U.S. News
& World Report rating is based on a qualitative “perception” of the institution by the leaders of
other institutions. At present the NRC does not rank all graduate programs and produces its
rankings only once a decade - its new assessment is anticipated to be released later this
year. The rankings by The Center are skewed in favor of larger institutions. These issues
need to be considered when comparing institutions of varying size; especially given that in
terms of size, the University of Connecticut is one of the smaller Carnegie Research
Universities with Very High Research Activity. While the well-known rankings continue to be
useful, especially in comparisons to other research universities, we are in the process of
developing an expanded set of metrics that recognizes, encourages and rewards
performance in various areas of productivity and is responsive to the University’s new
Academic Plan.

Our current peer group of institutions includes Georgia, lowa, lowa State, Ohio State, Purdue,
Minnesota, Missouri, and Rutgers. We believe that these institutions define a standard of
excellence and quality that UConn can attain by focusing its efforts in areas that enhance
scholarly productivity and educational programs for its undergraduate, graduate and
professional students.

The metrics are grouped into five categories. These include:

» Undergraduate Education

» Research & Graduate/Professional Education
> Diversity

» Resources

» National Reputation

To the extent the data becomes available, the metrics will be available for each school and
college and each regional campus within the University. Further details within the major units
also are being generated for academic planning and decision-making.
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